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About Utah Write  

A tool for improving and assessing effective writing skills  

tah Write  is a web -based assessment tool that will  enable  you  to develop 
effec tive writing skills through  interactive lessons , write an essay online 
and then submit the essay for automatic scoring ðall in a secure, easy -to -

use environment.  

In the next four chapters, you will learn  how to:  

 Access the Utah Write  website and log  in  
 Util ize the writing lessons  
 Write an essay and submit it for scoring  

 Manage your portfolio  

U 
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Getting Started  

Get on the web and log in to start learning  

Getting on the Web  

To get started with Utah Write , complete the followi ng steps:  

1.  Launch  your favorite Inter net browser on your computer . 

2.  Type www.utahwrite.com  in the address  field at the top of the browser 
window and press Enter  on your keyboard to access the Utah Write  

Welcome page . 

 

FIGURE 2.1 -  Utah Write  Welcome p age 

http://www.utahwrite.com/
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Logging in as a new user  

Returning  or pre -registered  users can  follow the steps outlined in  Logging in as a 

returning user  on page 7. To register as a new use r, complete the follow ing 

steps:  

1.  On the Welcome page , click Student Sign -up  at the bottom of the Sign In 
section to access the Create an Account  page.  

The require d field names are marked with a red asterisk ( * ).  

 

FIGURE 2.2  ð Create an Account page  

2.  On the Create an Account  pag e, enter the Course Code  given to you by 

your teacher.  
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3.  Type your First Name  and Last Name  in the applicable fields.  

4.  Type  a User Name  and Password  (and re - type to confirm ) in the required 

fields. Be sure to choose a name and password that you will easily  
remember. Both should be between 4 and 16 characters long , and the 

password is case sensitive. You will use these each time you log in  to Utah 
Write . 

You also have the option to enter an email address. If you forget your 

password, click Forgot your password?  on the Welcome page  and the 
system will send you an email to reset your password.  

5.  Click I Accept  to accept the terms of service and complete your 
registration.  

The Cou rse Home Page displays the course name, your name  and a  blank 

Writing History . For more information, see The Course Home Page  on 

page 8. 

 

FIGURE 2.3 Course Home Page for new users  
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Logging in as a returning user  

If you already have a Utah Write account , complet e the foll owing steps to log in:  

1.  On the Welcome page , type your User Name  and Password  in the Sign 

In area and click Sign In .  

The Select a Course page will be displayed if you are registered for more 

than one course. Otherwise, the Course  Home Page will be displaye d (s ee 

FIGURE 2.5  on page 8).  

 

FIGURE 2.4 ð Select a Course page for returning users  

2.  On the Select a Course page, c lick a course name (in red)  to access the 
Course Home Page.  

-or - 

3.  If  you would like to sign up for another course, enter the Course Code  
give n to you by your teacher and click Register . 

The Course Home Page displays your name and a chronological Writing 

History of practice essays you have written. For more information, see The 

Course Home Page  on page 8. 
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FIGURE 2.5 ð The Course Home Page  

The Course Home Page  

On the Course Home Page, y our submitted essays are listed by date beginning 
with the most recent essays submitted. Your Writing History also lists the topic , 
scoring s tatus , and number of messages  for each essay. An essay s tatus of 

ñScoredò represents a successfully scored essay, while a s tatus of ñTest 
Incomplete ò indicates  that your essay could not be scored f or one of the following 

reasons:  

 you chose to stop the test  and finish at a later date  
 the essay has too many misspelled words  

 the essay has too many upper -case words  
 the essay has too many vulgar or bad words  

Now that you are logged in, you can do the following  from the Course Home Page :  

1.  Click the tabs at the top  of the page  to access the following interactive 

pages :  

 Learn  to help you improve your writing and prepare for testing  
 Practice  to write an essay and have it instantly evaluated  

 Portfolio  to manage all the scored essays you have written  
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2.  Click  the following  Helpful Links  listed on the right side of the page to 
changes courses or view and print  a PDF document you can use as a 

reference :  

 Change Course  -  change courses or register for a new course  

 Student User Guide  ï Utah Write  instructions for student users   
 Scoring Guide  ï explains the scoring rules  and defines terms related to 

score r eport s 

 Example Essays  ï gives examples of high -scoring essays written by 
actual students  

3.  Click My Account  at the top of the browser window  to view the Account 
Information page.  

Click Edit  to change the account information (name and email address) or 

click Change Password  to change the account password.  Click Save  to save 
the changes and return to the Account Information page.  

 

FIGURE 2.6 ð Account Information page  

4.  When you are finished using Utah Write , click Sign Out . 
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Using the Writing Lessons  

Preparing for the test  

ith Utah Write , you  have access to hours of fun,  interactive  lessons to 
help improve your writing skills.  

Improving your skills  

To access the Utah Write  lesson s, complete the following steps:  

1.  On the Course Home Page , click the Learn  tab.  

The Lessons page appears in the browser window. A Recommended Lesson 
link is displayed along with a list of Lesson Categories.  

2.  Click to select one of the following categories :  

 Id eas and Content  ï to show you how to develop your ideas  
 Organization ï to help you order and focus your essays  

 Word Choice ï to help you improve your vocabulary  
 Sentence Fluency  ï to help you improve your grammar and sentence 

structure  
 Convention s ï to hel p you with spelling, punctuation, and capitalization  
 SAT Preparation ï to prepare students for taking the Writing section of 

the SAT © Reasoning Test Ê 

 Grammar Exercises  ï to help you identify and fix errors  
 Passage Exercises  ï to show you how  to be a good  editor  

 Videos  ï to demonstrate real lessons taught in a classroom setting  
 Prewriting ï to show you how to organize your notes before you begin 

writin g 

 

W 
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FIGURE 3.1 ð Lessons page  

A list of available lessons is displayed by title along with the duration time, 

skill level, and a brief description. Scroll to view the entire list.  

3.  If desired, click on one of the follow ing tabs to sort by skill level:  

 All Levels  

 Beginner  
 Intermediate  

 Advanced  
























